PIONEER DAYS AND WAYS

small that seventy bullets were required to weigh
a pound. In loading, a greased linen "patch95
was wrapped around the bullet; and only a small
charge of powder was needed. The gun was
heavy to carry and difficult to hold steadily upon a
target; but it was economical of ammunition, and
in the hands of the strong-muscled, keen-eyed,
iron-nerved frontiersman it was an exceedingly
accurate weapon, at all events within the ordinary
limits of forest ranges. He was a poor marksman
who could not shoot running deer or elk at a dis-
tance of one hundred and fifty yards, and kill ducks
and geese on the wing; and "boys of twelve hung
their heads in shame if detected in hitting a squir-
rel in any other part of the body than its head/*

Life on the frontier was filled with hard work,
danger, and anxiety. Yet it had its lighter side,
and, indeed, it may be doubted whether people
anywhere relished sport more keenly or found more
pleasure in their everyday pursuits. The occa-
sional family without neighbors was likely to suf-
fer from loneliness. But few of the settlers were
thus cut off, and as a rule community life was
not only physically possible but highly developed.
Many were the opportunities that served to bring
together the frontiersmen, with their families,